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HOW DOES THE COMPUTER ADAPTIVENESS OF THE
GRE WORK?

* The Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning measures are section-level adaptive. The computer
selects the second section of a measure based on your performance on the first section (easy, medium,
or hard section).

Verbal Verbal
Section 1 Section 2

Quant Quant
Section 1 Section 2

edium Difficult edium Difficult
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i 1 B questlons per passage

Longer Passage = More Questions

 5-7 Passage in 2 verbal sections
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Accurately |nfer missing information

Draw Ioglcal and relevant conclusions based on the evidence provided

]
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Social sciences (including business

‘Natural sciences Terts N TR
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. https //www.ets. org/gre/lnstltutlons/about/generaI/verbal reasoning sample questions/
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https://www.ets.org/gre/institutions/about/general/verbal_reasoning_sample_questions/

DEVELOP A STRATEGY FOR A

ACKING PASSAGES

* There are two main strategies for approaching GRE Verbal passages:

» Skim the passage first: For this strategy, you’ll quickly skim the passage before reading the questions. Once
you’ve read a question, you'll look back in the passage for any details/facts that you need to answer that

question.

* Read the questions first: For this method, you’ll read the question first, then read through the passage
looking for the evidence that will tell you the right answer.

 Don’t Do This: Read Passage Closely First
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https://www.prepscholar.com/gre/blog/gre-passages/
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Shortcut: try reading only the first and the last sentence (also transitions sentences) of each paragraph on multi-pragraph
passages. (ignore examples)

* Summarize/ interpret pragraphs

* Don’t waste time with words you don’t know the meaning
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READ FOR BIG PICTURE

e Reviving the practice of using elements of popular music in classical composition, an approach that had
been in hibernation in the United States during the 1960s, composer Philip Glass (born 1937) embraced
the ethos of popular music in his compositions. Glass based two symphonies on music by rock musicians
David Bowie and Brian Eno, but the symphonies' sound is distinctively his. Popular elements do not appear
out of place in Glass's classical music, which from its early days has shared certain harmonies and rhythms
with rock music. Yet this use of popular elements has not made Glass a composer of popular music. His
music is not a version of popular music packaged to attract classical listeners; it is high art for listeners
steeped in rock rather than the classics.

e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Q10iluFEJc

* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5 R-DRsAVc
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the ethos of popular mu5|c in his compositions.
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https://www.greedge.com/verbal/gre-reading-comprehension-tips-and-techniques

Ext’remely posmve or negatlve phrases (I|ke all of the n, n

~ Too extreme - Too broad/Too speC|f|c o %
e Assumes too much g
* True...but doesn’t answer the question % @

* Make prediction before looking at answer choices
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READING COMPREHENSION QUESTION TYPES

“What is being said” Questions (Main Idea & Purpose & Big Picture)
Author’s tone Questions (Perspective)

“Find the fact” Questions (Factual Detail & Reading closely)
Inferential Questions

Contextual definition Questions (Vocabulary-in-Context)
Extrapolating Questions

Structure & Organization Questions

“Except” Questions (Analyzing word choice)

0 00 N O U

“Highlight the Sentence” Question (Select-in-passage)

10. Paragraph Arguments (Critical Reasoning): The Six Most Common Question
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In the passage, the author is primarily interested in:
B :

i Ti'le passage is chigfly concerned with: ; : . 04
4 . : *  The passage contains information that would ans\Ne.r which of the following questions 4 - X =
o Which of the following most a.ccurately states the main idea of the passage? v . = 4 //:\\
. Which of the following best states the central idea of the passage? : . ;" /( ‘b \
. The gist of the passage is: . S b ) !
‘ . Which of the following is the principal topic of the passage?

. Summarize the passage in one line. p

https://magoosh.com/gre/main-idea-questions-in-gre-reading-comprehension/
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https://magoosh.com/gre/main-idea-questions-in-gre-reading-comprehension/

2. AUTHOR’S TONE QUESTIONS (PERSPECTIVE)

* These are the types of questions asking the test-taker to address the author’s perspective, or tone,

regarding the issue in question. These can be tricky, because they are not asking what, but rather, how.

Ask yourself: what attitude does the author seem to have toward the topic?

 Example: The passage regards the idea of modern artistic activity with...?

shayesteh.ir

The author regards the idea ...

According to the passage, which one of the must be true?

According to the passage, which one of the must be false?

According to the passage, which one of the following would the author agree with?

According to the passage, which one of the following would the author disagree with?

16



3. “FIND THE FACT” QUESTIONS (FACTUAL DETAIL &
READING CLOSELY)

These questions often masquerade as requiring reader’s inferences, when they are actually just asking
the test-taker to locate a “truth” employed by the author in order to make a point. Look to the passage,
it explicitly contains the answer you’re looking for.

 Example: The passage suggests which of the following about the women’s historians mentioned in the
third paragraph?

Which of the following statements would most logically concluded the last paragraph of the passage?

e The author refers to a hungry lizard (line 31) primarily in order to

It can be inferred from the passage that, when speaking of the "overutilization" (line 17) of the social sciences,
the author is referring to the
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https://magoosh.com/gre/inferences-questions-in-gre-reading-comprehension/
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https://magoosh.com/gre/inferences-questions-in-gre-reading-comprehension/

5. CONTEXTUAL DEFINITION QUESTIONS
(VOCABULARY-IN-CONTEXT)

 These questions are pretty straightforward, in that they test one’s ability to use context clues to work
out the meaning of a word. Ask yourself: what other word could you substitute in and retain the
sentence’s meaning?

 Example: The word “address” appears underlined and in boldface twice in the first sentence of the
passage. In the context of the passage as a whole, “address” is closest in meaning to...?

e Identify the meaning of the word, "............ ", in the given context.
* Inthe passage, the phrase refers to
* Inthe sentence, , what is the meaning of ' .

https://magoosh.com/gre/gre-verbal-practice-questions/
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8. “EXCEPT” QUESTIONS (ANALYZING WORD CHOICE)

These questions ask the test-taker to spot the statement not expressed in the passage from a selection
of statements. Remember, this is not a simple true or false situation—“except” questions aren’t asking

you whether a statement is correct, they’re asking you if the information or assertion was contained in
the passage itself.

Example: The passage states that Johnson composed all of the following EXCEPT...?
* The passage states that:
e "According to the passage, ?

* According to the author, what is ?

* Which, out of the following, is true/false?
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B. “HIGHLEIGHT THE'SENTENCE™ QUESTION {(SELECT-IN-
PASSAGE)

* In GRE Reading Comprehension, “highlight the sentence” questions ask you to select the sentence in a
paragraph that serves a specific purpose. For example, you may be asked to find the sentence that analyzes
and critiques an approach to the scientific method, or distinguishes two different Baroque styles of writing.

 Example: Select the sentence that introduces an important fact about the minimum duration of a type of
nonverbal language.

* Select the sentence in the passage in which the author provides examples that reinforce an argument against a critical
response cited earlier in the passage

* Select the sentence in the passage that suggests that great comic art can be characterized as optimistic about the
ability of humans to act rationally.

* Select the sentence in the passage that supports the idea that prospecting for natural gas and oil can be costly.

* Select the sentence in the passage that indicates certain causes of the alteration of organisms to their habitat.

https://magoosh.com/gre/gre-reading-comprehension/
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10.1 “WHAT IF THIS WERE TRUE?” QUESTIONS
(WEAKEN/STRENGTHEN & APPLICATION)

* These questions require the test-taker to assess the way a new piece of information strengthens or
weakens the argument put forward in the passage. The answer choices for these questions are
comprised of new facts which, if true, could help or hurt the passage argument. Your job is to choose
the one that would do the most serious damage, or provide the best support, to the argument.

* Example: Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument?
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D explalnlng a pecullar dilemma that the soua1 sciences are in

E maintaining a strict separation between pure.and applied social science

]
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° C oint out the contradlctlons between two dls nct heories
D define and eIaborate on an accepted SC|ent|f|c pr|nC|pIe

E discuss the application of a new theory'W|th|n a new setting
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DO NOT THINK THE CORRECT OPTION WOULD COME
FROM OUTSIDE THE PASSAGE

Any of the options that is out of scope is never the correct answer. The right answer is always based on the
information given within the passage. Do not focus on any of the options that distract you from the passage.
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FEELING INTIMIDATED BY GRE PASSAGES

* |f you find yourself doing well during low-pressure prep sessions but getting flustered by the long, complex
passages during timed practice tests, work on staying calm. If all the practice test passages seem crazy-
difficult , it’s possible that the material you’ve been reading isn’t difficult enough, or that you aren’t
reading a big enough variety of sources. But it’s also possible that you're just suffering from some test
anxiety. In this case, maintain positive self-talk, take deep breaths, and know that you can do it.
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e Quizlet : https://quizlet.com/subject/gre-vocab/
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10'00 PIus (Math 1451) https: //shavesteh |r/§ook/1055 -

+  GRE Chinese 2500 Anki word list : https://shavesteh.’i.r/Book/1054 ]
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